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T y-EiTOIAIOT .Eih 
1. This twenty-ninth annual 	 t of tie Economic Coxmission for Latin America 
(1:CLAj covers the .period from 	 1937 to 6 ilay 1978. 1/ I t is suSaitted to the 
- 
Er:onalic and Social Council for cc'n 	 at its aity-fourth session in  
iccordance ,sith paragraph 12 of thE- Conimission's terms of reference. 
TSSUES REOUGTET TO 7FE ATTEETIOU OF 
FM,OOTO 	 SOCIAL COUS'JCIL 
2. The sections of the present report that deal with the third session of the 
Caribbean 2)evelopment and Co -o-e 	 Committee (paras. 13 to 1N and with the 
Centre for Social Development end humanitarian Affairs (para. 234) are broufht to 
the attention of the Econa-ic and Social Council. 
1/ For the twentymeic;hth annual report of the Commission, see Official -fiecords 
of the Economic  and Social Council,  Sixty-third  Session, Supplement No. 11 (E/5945). 
- 
II 
WO; CF THR COM1,7SSIO SINCE THIS SETE-ITCET-71H SESSION 
A. ACTIVITIES OF SUBSIDIARY BODIES, SPECIAL 
COMMITTEES AND SPECIAL Sii.SSIONS 
3, 	 This section of the report summarizes the activities of the Committee on 
Central American Economic Co-operation (including its Inter-Agency Commission), 
the Caribbean Development and Co-operation Committee, the Committee of High-Level 
Government Experts, and the ECLA Committee of the :31n.ole. 
Activities of the Committee on Central American Economic Co-oPeration 
Fifth special meeting of the Committee 
The Committee held its fifth special meeting on 3 and 4 Hay 1977. At that 
meeting an order of priority was set for the accomplishment of previous decisions 
and a new appeal was made to the international community for assistance in putting 
those decisions into practice. Finally, a decision was reached regarding a new 
action project of regional significance designed to reactivate the process of 
Central American integration. 2/ 
Fifth meeting of the Inter•Agency Commission 
The Inter-Agency Commission for the fulfilment of the decisions taken by the 
Committee met in Guatemala in May 1977 to analyse the implications of the 
decisions reached at the fifth special meeting of the Committee, and progress 
achieved as of that date, 3/ 
Spec `_al meeting of the Inger-Agency Commission 
6, The Inter-Agency Commission held a special meeting at San Jose, Costa Rica on 
30 Zovember 1977 in order to discuss the technical assistance requirements needed 
to strengthen the integration process. 
Regional Group on  Geothermal Energy 
7, The Regional Group on Geothermal Energy, a subsidiary of the Committee,  held 
its first meeting in February 1978 in order to analyse potential geothermal 
2/ See the report of the fifth special meeting of the Committee on Central 
American Economic Co-operation (E/CEPAL/CCE/386/Rev.1). 
3/ See the report of the fifth meeting of the Inter-Agency Commission 
(E/CEPAL/CCE/387). 
7 
resources with a view to determining the possibilities of joint action for 
regional exploitation of those resources. 
Finally, the Flemico office of UCLA. which also acts as the secretariat of the 
Committee, completed a study on the expansion of the trade relations between 
T.exico and Central America and another special meeting of the Committee is being 
organized to analyse this study. 
Activities of the Caribbean Development and Co-operation Committee 
9. 	 The Caribbean. Development and Co-operation Committee was established in 1977 
to act as a co-ordinating body for activities relating to development and 
co-operation in the Caribbean and has as its secretariat the LCLA Office for the 
Caribbean, located at Port of Spain, 
10, During the period covered by this report the rain concerns of the Committee 
as determined by Governments were 
(a) Greater use of local exuertise and experience in technical assistance 
programmes, particularly regional programmes, and reorientation of such assistance 
to promote and facilitate horizontal co-operation and bilateral exchanges between 
the countries of the subreion; 
!ore concerted and effective planning of the utilization of such 
assistance through, inter alia the systematic identification of all sources of 
funding from member States, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the 
United Nations environment Programme (UNEP) and the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the other agencies and financial 
sources, and greater flexibility in the channelling of resources; 
(c) The avoidance of duplication, particularly institutional duplication, 
and greater harmonization of the structure of the United Nations system at the 
sutra_: igngl level. 
lieeting of librarians and F  at- 
11, In response to the decision taken by Governments during the second session 
o7 the Committee, held at Santo Domingo from 16 to 22 Farch 197(`, a meeting of 
lit)rarians and documentalists was held at Port of Spain from 29 November to 
2 December 1977 at which Governments discussed the orientation and scope of the 
Caribbean Documentation Centre: At the same time, the meeting recommended the 
creation of a Caribbean information system, the formulation of national information 
policies, `md the determination of a strategy for exchanging material, training, 
political and economic support, 
ITeeting of experts on  language barriers 
12: In accordance with the terms of reference of the Committee with regard to 
the elimination of language barriers, approved at its first and second sessions, 
-
.A meeting was convened at Belize from 4 to 7 April 1978 to 'cake specific Prnposals 
regarding action in that area 
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Third se: sion of the Commiteee 
_ . .         	 _ .   	. . , 
13 a inn tnird session of the Committee vas held in Belize from 12 to 
1G ,aril 1572. During ti course of thet m,ding 2 number of resolutions Pere 
hich renuire -ction bY the secretariat of ECLA oc -hich need to be brought 
to tre attention of the conowic and Focial Council as indicated below. 
14, Without prejudice to actions envisaged in other sectors of its work programme 
the Committee agreed that the highest priority should be accorded to the following 
activities 	 elimination of language barriers, maritime transport, international 
trade, Caribbean. multinational enterprise for the production and distribution of 
printed and audio-visual material, creation of a Caribbean network of educational 
innovations for development, participation of Caribbean women in development, and 
science and technology. It decided that equally high priority should be given 
to the work of the Caribbean Documentation Centre in support of those priority 
brojects and as the basis for their implementation and the work programme as 
gdiole. The Committee further urTed its secretariat and, the other organizations 
concerned to provide their fullest. suPrort to ensure the most rapid and effective 
implementation of the 'pork progrsmme. 
15. The Committee also urged co-ordination with the Group for Co-operation in the 
Economic Development of the Caribbean set up by the World Bank, The ECLA. 
secretariat --as designated to serve as liaison between the Committee and the Group, 
in order to ensure such co-ordination. The Committee stressed the need to avoid 
duplication in respect of regional projects t both the planing and implementation 
stages and recommended that its secretariat should study the most appropriate 
and effective mechanisms for ensuring appropriate co-ordination between Committee 
Projects and programmes and any regional activities of the Group. 
1P 	 The Committee decided that it should give urgent attention to the issues 
arising out of the restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United 
Nations system, particularly those pertaining to the establishment of a new 
international economic order, with special emphasis on the implications for 
developing island economies and economically disadvantaged countries in the 
Caribbean, 
17. With respect to its functioning, the Committee urged member States which had 
not yet done so to implement as soon as possible Article 2 of the Functions and 
of Procedure of the Committee, providing for the designation of ministers 
to serve as ex-officio members of the Committee. 
13. Technical co-operation among developing countries was also considered and 
the Committee agreed that there should be a meeting of member co. ntries to discuss 
their position on that subject. The meeting will be held in New York immediately 
prior to the regional meeting to be convened under the auspices of the Latin 
American Economic System (SPLA) in order to define the Latin American position at 
the conference. 
19, Linally, the budgetary requirements of the Committee were analysed and the 
Committee instructed the secretariat of ECLA to seek budgetary appropriations on 
an urgent basis from the next session of the General Assembly for the posts 
required for the expeditious implementation of projects identified by the Committee 
2E being of the highest priority, 
The Committee of 	 -LevelCo-yel ent Experts 
20. The Committee of High-Level Government. Experts did not meet during the period 
covered by this report. A meeting of this Committee on the subject of population 
has however been convened from 13 to 17 June 1973 at Lima. At this meeting 
Governments will consider population plans and programmes at the national level, 
United Nations action at the world level, and the regional population programme. 
Committee f the TThole ea_ 
21. The eleventh special session of ECLAs Committee of the ihoie was held. in New 
York on 21 November 1977, 4/ 
22. The session, which consisted of two meetings, was convened in order to consider 
the Draft Regional. Plan of Action for the Integration of Women in the Economic and 
Social Development of Latin America (see E/CEPAL/1042/Rev.1) and to fix the dates 
and venues for certain regional meetings decided upon at the seventeenth session of 
ECRA, 
23, At the session, which was presided over by Ambassador Julio Asenso Wunderlich 
(Guatemala) and was attended by Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile,  
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, France, 
Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, the Hetherlands, Nicaragua, 
_anama. Paraguay, Peru, Surinam, Trinidad and Tobago, the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, the United. States of America, Uruguay and Venezuela, 
the Regional. Plan of Action for the Integration of Women in the Economic and Social 
Development of Latin America was approved by consensus. In addition, the Executive 
Secretary of ECLA was granted discretion, in consultation with the Secretary-
General of the United Rations and the Chairman of ECLA, to determine the dates and 
venues of the regional Latin American preparatory meeting for the United Nations 
Conference on Science and Technology for Development, the regional meeting on the 
implementation of the liar del Plata Plan of Action 5/ (see para. 87 below) and 
other meetings mandated by the Economic and Social Council and the General AsseMbly, 
24, The Government of Bolivia officially offered to host the eighteenth session of 
ECLA, which is presently scheduled to be held in April or hay 1973. 
B. OTHER ACTIVITIES 
Programme 210; agricultural d.eyelopment_ 
Agricultural development in Latin America 
25, Analysis of the performance of Latin American agriculture continued during the 
period under review. The recent sit•ation was examined and the various factors 
4/ For the report of the eleventh special session of the Committee of the 
Whole, see E/CEPAL/AC.71/4 and Add,l, 
5/ See Report on the United Nations Water Conference (United Nations 
publication, Sales No. E.77.II,A.12), chap. I. 
which influenced the productive activities of the region were identified. 
Particular importance was attached to the use of modern inputs in Latin American 
agriculture and their effect on the production of the sector. 
26. Examination was begun of the relations and processes determining the course 
and characteristics of the changes occurring in Latin American agriculture, 
especially as regards the process of modernization, its repercussions, and the 
agricultural policy instruments being applied by the countries. 
27, With the financial assistance of the Canadian International Development Agency, 
progress was made in the formulation of a theoretical framework for research into 
the effect on agricultural development of the evolution of intersectoral terms of 
trade and for the examination of the various mechanisms for the transfer of 
resources. Two missions were carried out to Bolivia and Ecuador, which were the 
countries selected for the first stage of this research, 
29. Within the framework of this programme, technical support was given to the 
multidisciplinary project on the study of rural social development. 
Long-term prospects in Latin American development the agricultural sector 
29. Work continued on the collection and analysis of the basic material on the 
structure and production potential of the agricultural sector in the Latin American 
countries and their possibilities for agricultural self-sufficiency. Progress was 
also made in determining the content of the study on the global prospects of Latin 
American agriculture in the light of various options, scenarios and policies. 
Co-operation  in the agricultural field 
30. At the request of SELA, the Joint ECLA/FAO Agriculture Division collaborated 
in the establishment of Action Committees for grains, seeds, fruits, oilseeds, 
meat, milk products and meat products. At the request of the permanent secretariat 
of SELA and in collaboration with the Regional Office of FAO, the following 
documents were prepared 
"EvoluciOn de la production-, comercio exterior y consumo de granos y 
oleaginosas en America Latina" 
'Evolucien de la producciOn, comercio exterior y consumo de carves, 
la.cteos y derivados de la carne en America Latina', 
31. At the request of the Board of the Cartagena Agreement (JUNAC), the Joint 
Agriculture Division collaborated in the preparations for the Third Meeting of 
Ministers of Agriculture of the Andean Group, held in December 1977, and made a 
substantial contribution to the preparation of the document submitted to the 
Ministers on the situation of the agricultural sector in the countries of the 
Andean Group. 
Other activities 
32. The document entitled 'La formulacien  de la gula metodolOgica Para la 
planificaciOn alimentaria nutritional", prepared under the interagency project on 
national food and nutrition policies, was revised. 
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33. The Joint Agriculture Division took part in the UNDP/FAO mission on the 
programming and formulation of agricultural co-operation for Ecuador for the five-
year period 1978-1982 and subsequently collaborated with the Ministry of Agriculture 
and the National Planning Board of that country in their activities with a view to 
improving the national agricultural planning system. 
34. The Joint Division collaborated with the Latin American Institute for Economic 
and Social Planning (ILPES) in the holding of a course on planning and economic 
policy in Bolivia from 10 March to 10 June 1977, in which training was given in 
agricultural policy. 
Agricultural policy in Mexico  
35. The definitive general framework was prepared for the research and a detailed 
programme was established for the associated activities to be carried out. 
36. Information on agricultural credit 
recent years was compiled, analysed and 
credit given to the sector, with a view 
Information on the volume of exports of 
and analysed. 
granted by the official development bank in 
interpreted and an analysis was made of the 
to identifying the origin of the funds. 
agricultural commodities was also collected 
Co-ordination of agricultural policies  
37. Two studies were concluded: one on the feasibility of establishing a Central 
American enterprise for the catching and marketing of tuna fish, and another on the 
feasibility of producing horticultural crops in the region for export to eastern 
United States and Canada. 
Directory of associations of producers, dealers and exporters of agricultural and  
livestock products of the Caribbean countries  
38. A revised and enlarged version of the Directory was prepared (E/CEPAL/CDCC/29). 
It is hoped that this will be the first step in promoting the production and 
industrial processing of these commodities on a subregional basis and expanding 
intra-Caribbean trade in them. 
Programme 240: development planning, projections and policies  
Economic Survey of Latin America  
America, 1977 was prepared in the period covered 
1976 Survey, the evolution of the various 
the region as a whole was analysed more fully and 
40. In addition, the Survey includes two special chapters containing preliminary 
results of the research undertaken. One deals with trends and changes in the 
investment of transnational corporations in Latin America, and the other analyses 
Ecuador's development trends and economic policies during the period in which the 
petroleum industry was established and developed. 
39. The Economic Survey of Latin  
by the present report. As in the 
economies of Latin America and of 
systematically than in the past. 
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distribution of the tax burden by income level and the sectoral effect on taxation, 
benefits deriving from public expenditure, land tax, sales tax on enterprises, 
fiscal implications and distribution of income. 7/ 
Regional development planning  
55. Work continued on the document on the structure and operation of the 
agricultural sector, which is being supplemented by a study on the territorial 
distribution of industries in which the case of Argentina is considered. 
Programme 270: environment  
Environment in Latin America  
56. During the period under review a number of joint activities were carried out 
by UNEP and ECLA, notably substantial support for the plan of action for the 
management of the environment in the whole of the Caribbean region, and the 
formulation of the project on optional styles of development and the environment. 
57. Personnel working on this programme participated in seminars on problems of 
desertification and the environment in Santiago. In addition, the Second Seminar 
on Economy of the Oceans was organized and held in Buenos Aires from 17 to 
20 October 1977. It was convened by ECLA, the Law Faculty of the University of 
Buenos Aires, the University of Montevideo and the Institute of International 
Studies of Santiago, Chile. 
Programme 290: human settlements  
HABITAT/Canadian International Development Agency project  
58. The scope of the study to be carried out and the methodology to be used were 
defined in detail, and the compilation and analysis of basic information for this 
study were initiated. 
59. Some preliminary hypotheses on the human settlements situation in Latin 
America were prepared and are being converted into equations for a subsequent 
sensitivity test. 
Human settlements technology  
60. A survey was made of the installed capacity existing in Latin America for the 
conduct of technological research in the field of human settlements. 
7/ See the following documents "La contribuci6n de mejoras y su implementaci6n  
en Costa Rica' (SDE/77/C/1); "Evasi6n fiscal y formas de combatirla en Costa Rica" 
(SDE/77/C/2); "Los impuestos especificos al consumo en Costa Rica" (SDE/77/C/3); 
"Notas sobre la distribuciOn de los beneficios provenientes des gasto public() en  
Costa Rica" (CEPAL/MEX/77/C.Rica/2); "Incidencia fiscal y distribuciOn del ingreso  
en Costa Rica" (SDE/77/4); "El impuesto a la renta de las empreses" (SDE/77/C/6). 
61. Negotiations were initiated with the Government of Mexico for the carrying out 
of a study on ecodesign: specifically, on the influence of the climate on 
urbanistic and architectural design in tropical systems. 
Professional training for habitat  
62. A seminar on the human habitat was organized and held with the participation of 
representatives of several countries, and ECLA took part in a meeting of the 
International Centre for Training in Environmental Sciences to analyse the prospects 
of higher education in connexion with the environment and human settlements. 
Programme 330: industrial development 
The industrialization process in Latin America 
63. In compliance with ECLA resolution 373 (XVII), a start has been made on the 
preparation of the documents for the next Latin American Conference on 
Industrialization. The resolution states that the purpose of this Conference is 
the adoption of common positions by the region for the Third General Conference of 
the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), and requests the 
secretariat of ECLA to prepare an interpretative analysis of the industrialization 
process in Latin America, identifying the main political, economic and social 
determinants of this process. 
64. The areas of co-operation for the execution of this project, the general 
guidelines and the preparatory activities to be undertaken have been defined in 
conjunction with UNIDO. A start has also been made in the various countries on the 
field work and the preparation of statistical material and other basic data. 
Regional co-operation in specific industrial sectors  
65. Chemical industries. The document on the fertilizer industry in Latin America 
was completed and a study begun on the regional petrochemical industry. The 
collection of data for a general document on the chemical sector is also well under 
way. In connexion with fertilizers, collaboration was also provided to SELA in 
the establishment of a general framework of activities and the objectives of the 
appropriate action committee. 
66. Metal manufactures and machinery industries. Progress has continued in the 
study on the situation with regard to capital goods in the region. In view of their 
great influence on development in the Latin American countries and the desirability 
of giving a strong impetus in the near future to the manufacture of these goods, it 
has been considered advisable to expand the scope and objectives of the original 
study, for which purpose discussions have been held with UNIDO and UNDP, with a 
view to undertaking a joint project. 
67. The basic objective of this project will be to provide the Latin American 
countries with sufficiently complete information on the present situation and 
prospects regarding the supply and production of capital goods in the region, thus 
contributing some criteria which could be extremely useful for the formulation of 
policies and the adoption of national or international cooperation measures aimed 
at increasing the region's production of these goods. 
68. Forest industries. Work has continued on the drafting of national reports in 
collaboration with the FAO Forest Industries Planning and Development Group 
regarding the development possibilities of the pulp and paper industry. The reports 
on Chile and Peru were completed and a start was made on the final revision of the 
report for Argentina, which is the last of the countries included in this stage of 
the project. Discussions have been held with this Group and some preliminary work 
has been done with a view to initiating a study on the regional scope of this 
industrial activity. 
69. Agro-industries. Two regional preparatory meetings for the first consultation 
meetings on fats and vegetable oils, and leather and leather products were held at 
ECLA headquarters in co-ordination with the UNIDO Negotiations Section. In 
addition to organizing these meetings and preparing the relevant documentation, 
their final reports were published and submitted to the respective world meetings, 
and two regional studies on the situation and prospects of these agro-industries 
in Latin America were prepared. Close liaison has been maintained with UNIDO with 
a view to carrying out some follow-up activities stemming from the world 
consultation meetings in connexion with these agro-industries in the region. 
Technical co-operation  
70. A mission visited Bolivia, jointly with ILPES, to advise the Ministry of 
Planning and Co-ordination in the preparation of the Industrial Sector Operational 
Plan for 1978. Assistance was given in Mexico to the Nacional Financiera in 
connexion with projects for the manufacture of capital goods, and to the 
Development Training Centre in courses on industrial planning. Classes were also 
given on this subject in the courses held by ILPES in Santiago. 
Co-operation in the industrial development process in Central America and other  
countries  
71. With the support of the Central American Bank for Economic Integration, a 
document was prepared indicating the integrated development possibilities for the 
steel industry in Central America, on the basis of the establishment of a regional 
plant which would be fed by the ferrous resources available in the countries of 
the subregion. This study is contained in the document entitled "Desarrollo 
integrado de un proyecto siderdrgico en Centroamerica" (E/CEPAL/CCE/388). 
Study of fertilizers in Central America  
72. A preliminary analysis was made of the possibilities of increasing the 
production capacity of fertilizers and achieving greater vertical integration of 
this line of production in Central America. In addition, some guiding principles 
for the future development of this industry in the subregion were suggested. 
73. A technical evaluation was made of the fertilizer production plants of the 
FERTICA company with the purpose of determining whether it would be in the 
interests of the Central American Governments to acquire that plant. The study is 
contained in the document entitled "Apreciaciones sobre la situation tecnica de las  
tres plantas fertilizantes de FERTICA, S.A., en Centroamerica: Puntarenas, Costa  
Rica; Acajutla, El Salvador, and Tecun Umiin, Guatemala" (CEPAL/MEX/77/19). 
Guide to experts  
74. A report on the progress made in the preparation of the Guide to Experts of 
the Caribbean was presented in document E/CEPAL/CDCC/30. The report suggests the 
need to reorient this project, assigning priority to the establishment of national 
systems capable of retrieving subregional data. 
Programme 340: international trade and development  
International economic relations  
75. The discussion and the preparation of draft chapters on Latin American and 
European trade continued and information was collected on direct private investment 
in Latin America. Work proceeded on the preparation of monographs on trade between.  
Argentina, Colombia and Peru and countries of the Council for Mutual Economic 
Assistance (CMEA), and progress was made in the work of the consultants engaged in 
preparing the monographs for the socialist countries. 
76. The guidelines for those monographs were discussed at the First Meeting of 
Experts and Consultants on the Project on Economic Relations between the Countries 
of Latin America and of CMEA, which took place at Havana in October 1977. 
77. In April 1978 a working meeting was held at Prague to analyse and discuss the 
progress of those studies. 
78. A chapter on world trade by regions is being completed, and progress is being 
made in the chapter on Latin American trade by regions. 
Financing and external debt of Latin America  
79. The following studies were revised during this period: 'Financiamiento y  
endeudamiento externo de America Latina" and "Inflaci6n mundial y deuda externa: 
el caso del deflactor impropio". 8/ Other documents prepared include a note 
entitled "Financiamiento y endeudamiento externo de America Latina", which was 
presented at a seminar at Mexico from 27 to 30 October 1977, and a paper entitled 
"La crisis financiera y la transmisi6n internacional de desequilibrios", which was 
presented at a seminar held at the Universidad Javeriana de Bogot6, Colombia, from 
2 to 3 September 1977. 
Regional and subregional economic integration  
80. At the request of the member Governments, expressed at the seventeenth session 
of ECLA, the work related to regional and subregional integration and co-operation 
has been intensified. 
81. An international technical seminar will consequently be held in 1978 on Latin 
American integration, at which a critical analysis will be made of the present 
state of integration and some concrete and stimulating ideas will be advanced with 
the object of providing new impetus to the regional integration movements. As a 
8/ See Dos estudios sobre endeudamiento externo, Cuadernos de la CEPAL series, 
No. 19, Santiago, Chile, 1977. 
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preparatory phase, an internal consultation meeting was held at ECLA headquarters 
from 24 to 27 August 19773 at which ideas were exchanged concerning the nature and 
content of the seminar. The results of the work thus far accomplished were reviewed 
and submitted to the participants in an internal circulation document containing 
notes for analysing integration under present conditions and the need for the 
adoption of a new approach. 
82. Currently in course of preparation are some studies on the effect of the 
regional market on Colombia's exports of manufactures on the influence of the 
present international situation on intraregional traded on possibilities of 
industrial complementarity between the several integration movements now existing 
in Latin America; and on the present state of the various integration systems. 
Economic co-operation between Mexico and Central America  
83. Work was completed on a study entitled "Relaciones econ6micas entre Mexico y 
Centroamerica 7 Situaci6n actual: algunas posibilidades y acciones para  
incrementarlas' (CEPAL/MEX/77/13/Rev.1), describing the existing economic links 
between Mexico and the Central American countries, analysing the sectors or fields 
in which they could be expanded for the benefit of both parties, and indicating 
the measures and actions that would be required to achieve fuller co-operation. 
Conditions of access to the LAFTA market for Latin America's production of capital  
goods 
84. The final version of the document entitled "El mercado de bienes de capital en  
algunos palses de America Latina" (CEPAL/MEX/77/9) was prepared. 
Integration within the framework of LAFTA  
85. ECLA continued its permanent activities of co-ordination and operational 
liaison with the executive secretariat of LAFTA and participated in meetings of the 
Standing Executive Committee of the Association and its working groups. 
86. Furthermore, technical assistance was given to the permanent representatives of 
the member countries of LAFTA, particularly in updating the alternative margins of 
preference negotiated on the national schedules. 
Programme 460: natural resources  
The development of water resources in Latin America  
87. In compliance with resolutions 2115 (LXIII) and 2121 (LXIII) of the Economic 
and Social Council and General Assembly resolution 32/158, the secretariat of ECLA 
has convened a regional meeting on the implementation of the Mar del Plata Plan of 
Action to be held in Santiago from 26 to 30 June 1978. The annotated provisional 
agenda of the meeting (ST/CEPAL/Conf.63/L.2) was prepared, as was a note by the 
secretariat entitled Regional and international co-operation for the application of 
the Mar del Plata Action Plan" (ST/CEPAL/Conf.63/L.3). 
88. Work has continued on the project entitled "Water, Development and the 
Environment in Latin America" (ADEMA), supported by UNEP. It includes nine case 
studies in six countries, taking into account the suggestions of the symposium of 
experts held to review progress on the project and the first version of the report. 
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89. A course on environmental aspects in the handling of water resouruc 
(ECLA/CIFCA/ILPES) was held in Santiago from 29 August to 30 September 1977, vin 
the participation of 19 officials from 13 countries of the region. 
Economic aspects of energy in Latin America  
90. Substantial progress has been made on the document on a historical view and 
future prospects for energy in Latin America, which contributes to the study on 
Latin American development, its evolution and its long-term prospects being 
prepared by the executive secretariat of ECLA. The draft has been completed in 
order to obtain comments and suggestions. Work has also continued on the study of 
the prospects for using non-conventional sources of energy in Latin America, the 
revision of technological progress in this area and their possibilities of competing 
economically. 
91. The document entitled "La hidroelectricidad y sus perspectivas en America  
Latina" (E/CEPAL/L.162) was prepared for the Interamerican Seminar on 
Hydroelectricity (Merida, Venezuela, 22-27 August 1977). 
92. For the First Seminar on Energy Planning held under the auspices of the Latin 
American Energy Organization (GLADE) and the Ministry of Energy and Mines of 
Venezuela at Caracas from 3 to 7 April 1977, a document on energy policies and 
technical considerations on the options of developing countries with oil deficits 
(E/CEPAL/L.173) was prepared during the period covered by the present report. 
Mining in Latin America  
93. The analysis of the mining sector for the study entitled "El desarrollo  
latinoamericano, su evoluciOn y perspectivas a largo plazo", was continued. Copper, 
bauxite, tin, lead, zinc, silver and nickel were the main ores examined, and their 
production and consumption, trade in them, prices and reserves were highlighted. 
Interconnexion of electrical systems in Central America  
9}. The fourth meeting of the Regional Group on Electrical Interconnexion (GRIE) 
was held. The secretariat presented the results of the first phase of the study 
entitled "Informe de la secretarla al Grupo Regional de InterconexiOn Electrica - 
Nota de la secretarle (CCE/SC.5/GRIE/IV/2), in which the countries adopted 
resolutions standardizing the implementation of its final phase. 
95. The preliminary analyses on technical options and economic benefits of the 
interconnexion were completed, and a comparative review was made of the 
methodologies and mathematical models used; this made it possible to identify and 
recommend those most suitable for the case of the Central American region. 
Development of water resources  
96. The study on the formulation of a 10-year programme of irrigation and drainage 
for the Central American countries, which would be financed by the Central American 
Bank for Economic Integration, was completed. 
97. The study, which is made up of reports from five countries and a regional 
document, was submitted to the consideration of the Bank for implementation. 
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international Development Research Centre, ECLA and the Inter-American Development 
Bank and held in Cali, Colombia, from 23 to 28 October 1977. 
143. Within the activities mentioned in this subprogramme, the ADDRESS computerized 
system was installed for storing addresses of individuals and organizations, as 
well as those of other interested persons within ECLA, in order to facilitate the 
distribution of the documents of the Transport and Communications Division. 
Progress was also made in the preparation of the transport micro-thesaurus, and 
about 250 new entries were incorporated. 
144. In compliance with a request made to the Division by the users' committee of 
the integrated scientific information system (ISIS), the document entitled "ISIS: 
Users' manual" (E/CEPAL/L.161) was prepared. 
Transport technologies  
145. Co-operation with the Catholic University of Chile on the planning of the 
Santiago bus service was continued, including participation in the planning of a 
survey of vehicles and passengers and the analysis of computer systems and models 
that could be applied in it. 
146. As a basis for the preparation of a joint project between the Japan 
International Co-operation Agency, the International Development Corporation of 
JAPAN and ECLA on new maritime technologies for the area between Japan and the West 
Coast of Latin America, a preliminary document was drafted, entitled "Maritime 
aspects of trade between Japan and the Andean countries". 
Other activities  
147. A tripartite meeting was held in ECLA on 5 and 6 September 1977 between the 
Universal Postal Union, the Postal Union of the Americas and Spain, and ECLA, to 
consider the possibilities of complementation between them. At the meeting, a 
memorandum of agreement was drafted on the prospects for such co-operation. 
148. From 14 to 25 November 1977, a course was given at Santiago entitled "Spatial 
organization: transport and communications", as part of the Eighth Course on 
Regional Development Planning organized by ILPES. It was attended by planners from 
most of the member countries of the Commission. 
Development of transport in Mexico and Central America  
149. The study on the Mexican experience of the construction of local roads with 
labour-intensive techniques was completed and was given extensive distribution in 
the Central American countries. 
150. A new classification and arrangement of the basic information on transport in 
Mexico and Central America was made. 
151. The saving for users and the potential maximum income that could be derived 
from use of the Panama Canal were recalculated. 
Transport development in the Caribbean  
152. The shipping survey requested by the Caribbean Development and Co-operation 
Committee at its second session was completed and issued. This survey, which was 
carried out jointly by the Committee, the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), the 
Caribbean Development Bank and the Canadian International Development Agency, 
contains comprehensive information on the size of the trade market, its seasonal 
variations, the potential for containerization and the share of trade carried by 
small vessels, foreign lines and regional lines. 
153. A progress report on the joint study on air transport carried out by the 
Committee and the International Civil Aviation Organization is contained in 
document E/CEPAL/CDCC/36. This document details the studies published so far, the 
problems in completing some analyses, and the convening of the first meeting of 
regional experts. 
Programme 782: Latin American Centre for Economic and Social  
Documentation (CLADES) 
Inventory of socio-economic information units in Latin America and the Caribbean  
154. The project was launched in Argentina, Brazil, Haiti, Jamaica and Guyana, and 
follow-up activities were carried out in the other countries of the region. 
155. A methodological document was prepared to define the variables which will make 
it possible to analyse the data collected in order to evaluate the state of 
information for development, in regional and national terms. At the same time, the 
processing of the data collected was begun for inclusion in the data base. 
156. As an experiment, a draft report was drawn up on the situation of 
socio-economic information units in Chile and later in El Salvador, and a diagnosis 
seminar was held in the latter country. 
157. A new model report was designed and used to prepare the national reports of 
Colombia, Guatemala, Paraguay and Trinidad and Tobago. The country reports will 
constitute the basis for preparing the regional report on the situation of 
socio-economic information in Latin America and the Caribbean. At the same time, 
national directories were prepared for all the information units surveyed in each 
country. 
158. The national directories will serve as a basis for the publication of a 
regional directory of information units for development in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. 
Inventory of less disseminated documentation used by economic integration agencies  
in Latin America and the Caribbean  
159. An analytical bibliograpy on less disseminated documentation produced by 
integration agencies in Latin America and the Caribbean will be compiled and 
published. The Institute for Latin American Integration (INTAL), the Joint Study 
Programme for the Economic Integration of Latin America (ECIEL), JUNAC, the 
Permanent Secretariat of the General Treaty on Central American Economic 
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174. In July 1977 a meeting of experts from ECLA and the other regional commissions 
was held in Geneva in order to discuss and agree upon the outline of a joint paper 
to be presented by all the regional commissions to the forthcoming United Nations 
Conference on Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries. 
175. As a contribution to the preparation of the above joint paper of the regional 
commissions for submission at the United Nations Conference the Division prepared a 
paper on the role of the regional commissions in technical co-operation among 
developing countries. 
176. From 28 November to 2 December 1977 a meeting of government officials 
responsible for technical co-operation in Latin America was held in Panama with the 
purpose of evaluating jointly the progress achieved in implementing the 
recommendations adopted by the Latin American Meeting on Technical Co-operation 
among Developing Countries, held at Lima from 10 to 15 May 1976, as well as those 
contained in the plan of action for the promotion of technical co-operation among 
developing countries in Latin America as approved by the working group of Latin 
American experts which met in New York from 27 September to 8 October 1976. ECLA 
was invited to attend the meeting and presented a paper prepared by the Division 
entitled "Operational policies of ECLA in connexion with technical co-operation 
and with the promotion and implementation of technical co-operation among the 
Latin American countries and among developing regions of different geographical 
areas" (E/CEPAL/L.169), 
177. A draft document for the organization of two meetings - one in Africa and 
another in Latin America - within the programme of work of ECLA and ECA was prepared 
by the Division and submitted for the consideration of the Friedrich Ebert 
Foundation. These two meetings aim to gather together working groups of selected 
Latin American and African experts to discuss ways and means of effectively 
carrying out technical co-operation between Latin American and African countries in 
some priority sectoral fields. 
178. ECLA was invited by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) to participate in a working party on trade expansion and regional economic 
co-operation among developing countries held at Geneva from 10 to 18 April 1978 
within the framework of the UNCTAD programme of work on economic co-operation among 
developing countries and in pursuance of decisions taken by the Group of 77 at their 
meeting on economic co-operation among developing countries held at Mexico in 
September 1976. The Chief of the Division attended this meeting on behalf of ECLA, 
took part in the debate on the various items of the agenda and, at the request of 
the representatives of all the regional commissions, made a statement on their 
behalf. 
C. LATIN AMERICAN INSTITUTE FOR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL PLANNING 
Advisory services programme  
179. In view of the growing and diversified demand for the Institute's advisory 
services, the Programme has been compelled to establish new modes of action in order 
to expand the work of its basic team. Missions directed by permanent staff members 
and composed of consultants whose services have been contracted for short periods 
have made it possible to increase the Institute's capacity for technical 
co-operation with the countries. Although one of the main advisory activities is 
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still to meet the demand for technical assistance in connexion with long-•erm 
strategies and medium-term plans, there is a growing demand from the countries 
for advisory assistance in short-term programmes, the establishment of plan 
implementation and control systems, regional and urban planning, and the 
evaluation of economic plans and policies. 
180. In response to the requests formulated by Governments, ILPES has provided 
the following countries with technical co-operation in the areas indicated below. 
181. In Bolivia, it collaborated with the Ministry of Planning and Co-ordination 
of the Office of the President of the Republic in the preparation of the 1976-1980 
Economic and Social Development Plan. It has also started to provide advisory 
assistance in the preparation of the 1977 and 1978 Operational Plans. 
182. In Ecuador_ the Institute co-operated with the National Economic Planning 
and Co-ordination Board in the evaluation of the 1973-1977 Integrated Change and 
Development Plan. Its assistance took the form of helping the Board to assess 
the impact of the additional petroleum resources on the country's economic 
development, production and social structure, level of employment and distribution 
of income. It also extended the scope of this analysis with the aim of 
interpreting the role which the agricultural sector and government action have 
played in the social field. 
183. In Chile, the Institute, in co-ordination with ECLA, co-operated with the 
National Planning Office of that country in the formulation of the 1977 Annual 
Plan, the 1977 Emergency Programme and the 1978-1981 Development Plan for the 
Fourth Region, with the Regional Planning and Co-ordination Office and with the 
ministerial sectoral offices of the Fourth Region. It also helped to prepare 
the methodology, for the formulation of the medium-term regional plans which the 
National Planning Office will make available to the regional offices of the 
various regions of the country. 
184. In Brazil, the Institute's technical co-operation was centred on the 
strengthening of the state planning subsystems and their linkage with the national 
system. It collaborated with the States of Minas Gerais, Rio Grande do Norte and 
Pernambuco. In Pernambuco it co-operated with the Foundation for the Development 
of the Recife Metropolitan Area in urban development planning and policies, in 
order to gain a better understanding of the interrelationships which exist among 
the urban, regional and national variables in a specific situation in Latin America. 
In that State, too, it assisted the Pernambuco Development Institute in preparing 
a state long-term development strategy. In Minas Gerais, it collaborated in the 
preparation of the implementation and follow-up of the Second Economic and 
Social Development Plan, 1976-1979, for that State, and in the strengthening of 
the State Statistical System; in addition, the Government of Minas Gerais 
selected the Institute to act as specialized agency in the activities of the 
Hata Zone Project with financing from the World Bank. In the State of Bahia, its 
main activity has been to support the preparation of the medium- and long-term 
economic and social development strategy and indicate the most important measures 
that should be taken in the short term. In Rio Grande do Norte, it has been 
co-operating in the evaluation of the development of this State in recent years, 
and in outlining economic and social guidelines for the period 1979-1984. 
The final version of the study entitled 'El proceso de planificaciOn 
en America Latina. Escenarios, problemas y persnectivas' 
was distributed within the context of the State and Planning. Project. 
A collection of studies in two volumes entitled .1a Pobreza critica 
en America Latina' was distributed and will be published in book 
form by Editorial Siglo XXI. 
D. LATIN AflERICAU DEMOGRAPHIC CENTRE 
203. At its seventeenth session, ECLA decided, in its resolution 376 (XVII), to 
incc,rporate the basic infrastructure of the Latin American Demographic Centre 
(CELADE) into the secretariat of ECLA in order to ensure the continuous conduct 
of its activities in population matters. 
204. The ad hoc working group on regional advisory services of the Interagency 
Consultative Committee of the United Nations Fund for population Activities (UNFPA)  
met at ECLA headquarters from 7 to 10 Noveriber 1977, to analyse the minimum 
needs of the countries of the region for advisory services in population matters. 
In addition to CELADE, which presented the document entitled;  'Evaluation of 
technical assistance needs in population activities in Latin America', 
representatives of UNFPA and of the specialized agencies took part. CELADE took 
part in another meeting of the Interagency Consultative Committee, held in 
New York in March 1977 for the same purpose. 
205. CELADE also took part in the meeting of Directors of United Nations 
Training Demographic Centres, held in New York in March 1977, when substantive 
aspects of new forms of direct cooperation among the centres were principally 
discussed. 
Follow.-up of demographic trends and population programmes  
206. During the period under consideration, the working group, which is 
permanently occupied in making population estimates and projections, concluded 
the preparation of the projections for Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Haiti, 
Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela, the results of and reports on which were sent to 
the United Nations Population Division and other interested agencies, including 
those of the individual countries. In the CELADE office at San Jose, 
projections were prepared for the following countries of the subregion: Cuba, 
Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Honduras and Panama. The results appear twice-
yearly in the Boletin  Demogrefico of CELADE. 
207. As a result of meetings held with representatives of the Bureau of Census 
of the United States, the Bureau will use the estimates and projections made 
by CELADE for the majority of the countries. 
208. Among technical assistance activities, mention should be made of advisory 
services to the National Health Service of Chile in preparing the population 
survey being carried out in the Seventh Region° to the Technical Planning 
Secretariat and the General Office of Statistics and Censuses of Paraguay in 
connexion with the National Population Survey and the study of spatial distribution 
and migration in the Department of Alto Parana, and to the National Institute 
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of Statistics of Peru and the Statistical Office of the Province of Jiisienes 
in Argentina, in connexion with their respective population surveys. 
209. Research on differential mortality in the first years of life, covering 
15 Latin American countries, progressed as planned, and the studies for 
Nicaragua and Guatemala were completed, 
210. Studies were also concluded on mortality according to causes (Chile) and 
infant mortality (Peru), and two new pieces of research following the same line 
of work were initiated. 
Population dynamics: determining factors and consequences 
211. As part of the study entitled 'Desarrollo, tendencias demograficas e 
ingreso= un estudio de la poblaci6n de bajos ingresos en America Latina', 
through which CELADE is taking part in the top priority ECLA project on critical 
poverty, the report for Costa Rica entitled "Pobreza, poblaci6n y desarrollo: 
las familias pobres en Costa Rica' was published and the analysis of the case 
of Venezuela was started. 
212. The document entitled 'La centralizaci6n del desarrollo econ6mico y las  
migraciones internas en la Argentina was concluded, as well as the monograph 
desarrollo econ6mico regional y las migraciones de fuerza de trabajo- as 
part of the line of research on differentiated regional development and 
population distribution, through which CELADE is contributing to the ECLA project 
on critical poverty. 
213. During the period of the present report, the study on the demographic 
evolution of Latin America for the period 195062000 was begun this constitutes 
the contribution of CELADE to a review of the trends and long-term projections 
of Latin American economic development to be carried out by ECLA in pursuance 
of General Assembly resolution 3508 (XXX) and its own resolution 366 (XVII). 
214. The study on methods of agricultural production, demand for labour, and 
population dynamics in some countries of Latin America was continued, and a 
report was submitted on the relations between the forms of settlement of the 
rural population and methods of agricultural production as a contribution to the 
Commission's priority programme on rural social development. 
215. Progress continued to be made on the comparative research project on 
regional development, public policies, migration and urban domination in Latin 
America, including advisory services to the national centres of five countries 
of the region taking part in the project: Chile, Colombia, Paraguay, Peru and 
Uruguay. With this aim, the third meeting for the coordination of the project 
took place in Santiago in November 1977, with the participation of representatives 
from the national centres. 
216. Within the framework of the project on research in social sciences and 
population policies in Latin America, the monograph entitled 'Social science 
research relevant for population policies in Latin America' was concluded. 
Population policies  
217, ITention should be made here of the studies on international migrations 
in Latin America which concentrated on two lines of activity during the period 
of reference: the follow-up of international migration policies in Latin America, 
and the initiation of a research project on the emigration of qualified 
Latin American personnel towards the industrialized regions. In connexion 
with the first topic, a report was made, entitled "Las  politicas de migraciones  
internacionales en America Latina', while in connexion with the second, the 
document entitled 'Exodo intelectual en America Latina° datos, teorias  
politicas' was prepared. 
218. As part of the project on follow-up and analysis of population policies 
in Latin America; 
 work continued on an updated file on population policies 
in the countries of the region, consisting in the choice and systematization 
of information and documents on this subject. On the basis of this information, 
the preparation of a report entitled 'Las politicas de problaci6n en America 
Latina 1974-1977' was completed. 
219. The study entitled 'Estrategias de desarrollo y politicas de poblaciOn en 
America Latina" reached its final phase. The report on Costa Rica entitled 
'Social and economic factors of fertility decline: the Costa Rican case' was 
concluded and progress made in the final version of the reports on the other 
countries included in the study - Brazil, Chile and Cuba. 
220. Continuing with the preparatory activities for the seminar on the spatial 
redistribution of the population which CELADE plans to hold in August 1978, 
the preparation of three basic documents was completed during the period under 
consideration. These were ''Determinantes y consecuencias de la distribution 
espacial de la poblaciOn en America Latina', (DS/28-2), "Ocho tesis sobre  
planificaciOn, desarrollo y distribuciOn espacial de la poblaciOn" (DS/28-3) 
and "La incorporaciOn de las variables demograficasy los estudios de poblaciOn  
en la planificacion" (DS/28-4). 
221. Lastly, concluding the activities connected with the First Meeting for 
Technical Exchange among Government Bodies in charge of Population Activities 
in Latin America, held in Costa Rica in November 1976, the document entitled 
'Las politicas de poblaci6n en el contexto del desarrollo econ6mico y social' 
(DC/15, January 1978) was prepared during the period. It contains a revised 
and expanded version of the documents presented by CELADE at the above-mentioned 
meeting. 
222. With regard to advisory activities, a technical assistance mission was 
organized to the Office of Planning and Social Policy of the Ministry of Planning 
and Co-ordination of Bolivia in order to provide this body with advisory 
services in the preparation of a project on population policies within the 
framework of development planning in Bolivia. 
223. Various technical assistance missions were made to Paraguay within the 
framework of the preparatory activities for the project on population studies 
for development (PAR/75/P02), for which the Technical Planning Secretariat 
of that country was responsible, with financing from UNFPA. 
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22I. CELADE also continued to take part in the UNFPA mission to Paraguay, 
the objective of which is to define that country's minimum needs in terms of 
training, research and technical assistance in population matters. 
Information programme on population in Latin America  
225. The specialized population library of CELADE became integrated into the 
Latin American Population Documentation System (DOCPAL), in order to avoid 
duplications and improve its services. Mention should also be made of the 
publication of the first and second numbers of the DOCPAL review: Reslimenes  
sobre Poblaci6n en America Latina. This review, which is computer-produced, 
contains a variety of indices and a substantive summary for each item. The 
system's delivery service, which provides copies of the documents to be found 
in the DOCPAL data base, began to function regularly with numerous requests from 
various Latin American countries and other regions of the world. 
226. The Data Bank, which obtains and stores magnetic tapes of microdata from 
censuses and different population surveys, continued to incorporate new tapes 
into its files and provide data from census samples and surveys to various 
institutions in the region. 
227. The Sector of Services and Processing Systems for Information on Population 
advises the countries of the region on how to acquire the results of existing or 
new data, through technical assistance in data processing, adaptation or 
development of new specialized technology, training and, when necessary, data-
processing. During the period covered by the present report, numerous technical 
assistance missions to different countries of the region were carried out and, at 
the request of the Division of Statistics of ECLA, the document entitled 
°Visicin general de las diferentes etapas del procesamiento de datos en un censo  
de poblaciOnl was prepared. 
Teaching and training  
228. The nineteenth course on basic demographic analysis, attended by 23 
students from 16 countries of the region, closed at San José in December 1977. 
The twentieth of these basic courses was inaugurated at the headquarters of CELADE 
at Santiago in March 1978, with the participation of 17 students from 11 
countries of the region, and these courses will in the future continue to be 
given at Santiago. 
229. At San Jose in August 1977, CELADE introduced a new course on advanced 
demographic analysis, attended by eight students from a similar number of 
countries. 
230. Two intensive national demographic courses were held, one at Lima, and 
the other at Medellin, Colombia, and steps were taken for holding similar courses 
in Argentina and Bolivia, and another for the countries of Central America and 
the Caribbean. 
231. CELADE took part in the following post-graduate university programmes, with 
teaching activities in demographic studies: programmes for Master's degrees in 
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economics and human nutrition, both in the Universidad de Chile, and the 
programme for a Master's degree in community health in the Universidad CatOlica de 
Chile. A series of agreements was also reached for implementing the programme 
for a Naster's degree in social studies of the population, which will be offered 
jointly by CELADE and the Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences starting in 
October 1978. 
232. Lastly, as part of the teaching activities, a series of seminars was held 
under visiting lecturers on topics such as methods of estimating infant 
mortality on the basis of information on survival of children, topics of 
historical demography, mathematical demography and population and development. 
E. RELATIONS WITH UNITED NATIONS HEADQUARTERS AND WITH SPECIALIZED 
AGENCIES AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
Centre on Transnational Corporations  
233. The joint unit on transnational corporations, created as a result of a 
working agreement between ECLA and the Centre on Transnational Corporations, 
continued its active work in this field and a number of documents having regard 
to the situation in Latin America were produced and sent to Headquarters. The 
joint unit also participated in the meeting of regional commissions on 
transnational corporations held in New York in September 1977 to discuss the 
programme of work and future activities. In February 1978 the Director of the 
Centre visited Santiago to discuss future plans in the field of technical and 
interregional co-operation. 
Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs 
234. In collaboration with the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian 
Affairs, ECLA has carried out an intense programme of activities in the field 
of the integration of women in development. From 13 to 17 June 1977, ECLA and 
the Centre organized a Regional Conference at Havana on the Integration of 
Women in the Economic and Social Development of Latin America, During this 
meeting, the Governments present considered a Draft Regional Plan of Action for 
Latin America and recommended its approval. Final approval was given to the 
Plan of Action at the eleventh special session of the ECLA Committee of the 
Whole, held in New York on 21 November 1977, and a standing executive committee 
was created to provide guidance regarding the integration of women in the 
development of Latin America. Finally, the Governments' representatives 
recommended that the secretariat should explore the possibilities for action at 
the subregional level whenever feasible, and adopted a recommendation that a 
regional conference on the integration of women in development be held at least 
once every three years. 
United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Development 
235. During the past year an agreement was reached with the United Nations 
Conference on Science and Technology for Development, whose secretariat is 
located at United Nations Headquarters, and a special unit was created in the 
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Mexico Office of ECLA to work in that field. In co-ordination with the 
secretary-general of the Conference, a meeting of Latin American experts on 
science and technology for development was held in Mexico from 31 October to 
2 November 1977. 
236. In addition, the ECLA special unit has participated in a series of 
subregional meetings in Argentina, Brazil, Guatemala, Jamaica and Mexico during 
the past few months. A Latin American regional preparatory meeting for the 
United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Development is presently 
scheduled to be held in mid-1978 in order to co-ordinate the Latin American 
position prior to the World Conference. 
United Nations Water Conference  
237. Following the United Nations Water Conference, held at Mar del Plata from 
14 to 25 March 1977, ECLA has worked in close collaboration with the secretariat 
of the Conference to promote the implementation of the Mar del Plata Plan of 
Action. In collaboration with the secretary-general of the Conference, the 
Centre for Natural Resources, Energy and Transport and the Committee on Natural 
Resources, ECLA has convened a regional Latin American meeting, to be held at 
Santiago from 26 to 30 June 1978, to examine needs and problems related to the 
application of the recommendations of the Mar del Plata Conference at the 
regional level. 
ID:bitat: The United Nations Conference on Hunan Settloments 
233. In order to provide collaboration in the field of human settlements, 
ECLA has established a small unit in the Mexico office to co-ordinate activities 
in this field. 
United Nations Environment Programme  
239. Important progress was made during this period in the establishment of 
a joint unit, to be located at ECLA headquarters, to deal with environmental 
questions and problems in the Latin American region. In April 1977 UNEP and 
ECLA jointly sponsored a project designed to promote the development of an action 
programme for sound environmental management in the wider Caribbean area. As 
part of this project, which has an initial duration of two years, an interagency 
meeting has been scheduled for mid-1978 to co-ordinate the activities of all 
agencies regarding the environmental aspects of their work in the Caribbean area. 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations  
2*() The Joint ECLA-FAO Agriculture Division, located at ECLA headquarters in 
Santiago, has been the focal point for intensified cooperation between these two 
agencies. It may be noted here, however, that the Division and a special ECLA 
interdisciplinary task force on the social aspects of rural development are 
preparing significant new studies to be presented at the ECLA-FAO meeting on rural 
social development in Latin America, to be held from 9 to 11 August 1978 at 
Montevideo. 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization  
241. The Joint ECLA-UNIDO Industrial Development Division continued to promote 
close collaboration between these two organizations. In June 1977, two Latin 
American meetings were held at ECLA headquarters: the regional preparatory meeting 
for consultation on vegetable fats and oils and the regional preparatory meeting on 
leather and leather products. In July 1977, a meeting of experts was held in 
Santiago, with the participation of the ECLA unit and UNDP, to promote the exchange 
of experience in interdisciplinary projects on industrial development in Latin 
America. Finally, ECLA is co-operating actively with UNIDO in the preparation of 
the 1979 World Conference on Industrialization. 
United Nations Fund for Population Activities  
242. The very close relationship between the Latin American Demographic Centre of 
ECLA and UNFPA continued during the period under consideration, especially with 
respect to technical assistance in the field of population activities, which was 
provided to a number of Latin American countries. UNFPA and the Population Division 
at United Nations Headquarters will also participate actively in the meeting of the 
Committee of High-Level Government Experts to consider population matters, which 
will be held from 14 to 17 June 1978 at Lima. 
International Labour Organisation (ILO) 
243. ECLA has continued to maintain very close contact with the ILO through the 
office of the ILO representative in Santiago and the ILO Regional Office for Latin 
America, located in Lima. In addition, discussions are being held with the ILO 
Regional Employment Programme for Latin America and the Caribbean in order to enter 
into a more formal agreement regarding joint activities in the field of employment. 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development  
244. ECLA has continued its very close collaboration with UNCTAD and in particular 
has initiated a number of activities regarding Latin American relations with the 
member countries of CMEA. In that connexion a meeting was held in Havana in 
October 1977 to investigate and discuss the possibility of increasing trade between 
these two areas. 
United Nations Children's Fund  
245. ECLA has collaborated actively with UNICEF regarding the International Year 
of the Child, and on 2 February 1978 the United Nations Special Representative for 
the International Year of the Child visited ECLA headquarters, on which occasion 
an interagency meeting was held to discuss co-operation among the United Nations 
organizations in this regard. In addition, members of the ECLA secretariat 
collaborated in a book entitled Chile, Women and Society, published by UNICEF. 
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Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization  
246. Co-operation between IMCO and ECLA was intensified as a result of the 
decision to locate the IMCO Marine Pollution Adviser for Latin America at 
ECLA headquarters, where his work has become an integral part of the ECLA 
Transport Division. 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development  
247. ECLA, and in particular its subsidiary organ, the Caribbean Development 
and Co-operation Committee, is participating actively in the new Group for 
Co-operation in the Economic Development of the Caribbean created at the World 
Bank Conference on the Caribbean held in Washington D.C., on 
14 and 15 December 1977. The report of that conference was circulated to 
the third session of the Committee and the Caribbean Governments represented 
there instructed the Executive Secretary of ECLA to promote the closest possible 
collaboration between the Committee and the newly created Group. 
United Nations Development Programme  
248. In May 1977 ECLA was designated by UNDP to exercise the functions of 
executing agency for UNDP regional and subregional projects in Latin America. 
In addition, ECLA has collaborated very closely with the UNDP Regional Bureau 
for Latin America as well as with the secretary-general of the United Nations 
Conference on Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries with regard 
to this Conference to be held in Argentina in August 1978. 
World Intellectual Property Organization  
249. ECLA and WIPO collaborated in a meeting at Mexico and a seminar at Bogot6 
during the period under review. 
Organization of American States  
250. ECLA and OAS have continued close collaboration on economic and social 
questions in Latin America. One new area of co-operation has been that of the 
integration of women in development, which has involved numerous contacts between 
the ECLA secretariat and the OAS Inter-American Commission of Women. 
Inter-American Development Bank  
251. ECLA and IDB have maintained very fruitful working relations, especially in 
the exchange of information and studies on the external financing of the countries 
of Latin America. A joint project has been set up with IDB involving the creation 
of a unit in the Buenos Aires Office of ECLA to deal with questions of science 
and technology. The two organizations also co-operated with respect to a meeting 
of representatives of Latin American central banks. 
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Latin American Economic System  
252. Close contact has been maintained between the secretariats of SELA and ECLA 
in areas of mutual interest, especially those of transportation and the 
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